MSA National Youth Scrabble Championship 2010
17-18 July 2010, Berjaya Times Square
By William Kang
The recent MSA National Youth Scrabble Championship 2010 marked the end of the qualifying period for
the annual year end World Youth Scrabble Championship (WYSC) 2010. Hopeful youth players from all over
the Malaysian peninsula had participated in their own state’s qualifying round which eventually led to the
CIMB National Junior Circuit Finals, the final obstacle in the build-up to the MNYSC.
The top 30 players of the 80-strong field at the CIMB Finals had been selected as of its conclusion with Ker
Jen Ho topping the standings with Cheong Yi Wei and William Kang finishing 1st and 2nd runners-up
respectively. But only 20 of the selected 30 players who made it past the Finals competed in the MNYSC.
Absentees of the 17-18th July tournament included Ker Jen Ho, Amery Seow and Cheong Yi Hua – all of
whom had achieved good results in the Finals.
20 players arrived one by one at the 10th floor
of Berjaya Times Square, the venue for
numerous other MSA-organized competitions,
with a few players bleary-eyed but still
managing to play a few friendlies while
waiting for the rest of the players to file in.
Finally, it was game start, and the MNYSC
kicked off with the familiar rattling sound of
frantically shaken tile bags.
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garnering 8 wins and a loss to Jagan
Narayanan over the course of 9 games, with Cheong Yi Wei the
closest behind with 6 wins, 3 losses and a fairly better margin than the
rest with the same win count. Markus Loke from Seremban, who
played a neat 10-letter DRAMATIZES (to represent in the form of a
drama) through Vinnith Ramamurti’s MAT for 96 points and needed
to beat a gritty Looi Yih Feng from SMK Seafield of Subang Jaya in
the last round of the day to ensure 2nd place the next morning, had
failed to get the better of his opponent and gave William a 2-game
lead as of Day 1.
By the 14th game the next day, all William needed was at least a draw
to win the tournament. An unusually fast game which took only 30
minutes later, William emerged the victor 411-382 and champion of
the MNYSC. William was to be Gibsonised (check the official WESPA
site for the Gibson rule) for the final 2 games.

Martin Teo presenting the first
prize to William (right).

But the action didn’t stop there as the battle for second place intensified as players scrabbled (now, literally)
for valuable ratings points which might prove vital to secure qualification for the WYSC.
In the final game, a steady Vinnith brought down Markus Loke with RETRAIN (to train again), SATIATE (to
satisfy to capacity) and DOLINES (swallow-hole) – all of which were regarded ‘cheap’ but nevertheless severe
blows, which the unlucky latter just could not return – to obtain second spot. It was sweet revenge for
Vinnith who fell to Markus’ 96-point killer the previous day.
And so the 16-game MNYSC ended with the top 5 as follows:
Rank
1
2
3
4
5

Player
William Kang
Vinnith Ramamurti
Markus Loke
Looi Yih Feng
Arvinran Rajendran

Wins
14
10
10
10
10

Margin
1754
804
696
460
-254

HIGH GAME: Vinnith Ramamurti, 658
HIGH WORD: Cheong Yi Wei – FACTIONS, 140
All in all, it was another successful tournament organized by the MSA. I heartily wish well-deserved thank
you to all participating committee members for their effort in making this tournament a good one. A round
of applause for Berjaya Times Square for providing the venue for yet another tournament.
Special thanks to TD Martin Teo, K. Sundraraj, Mrs. Chitra and Krishnapriya for helping the tournament run
smoothly.

Vinnith (right), the 1st runner-up,
receiving his Scrabble set.

Top 5 of the MNYSC, from left: William, Vinnith, Markus, Arvinran ,
with MSA Secretary, K. Sundraraj. (Looi Yih Feng not in pic)

